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This case study provides insights into a time within a fairly integrated community 
with bustling social and economic possibilities for the Black community, although still 
not providing for equal rights for all citizens. It examines records of community relations 
among racial groups in the town. 

The first state- supported colored school in Marysville, California opened in 1858 
in the basement of the Mt. Olivet Baptist Church, with funding from the Marysville City 
Council. This case study is an historical study of the creation of the school, focusing on 
the community’s efforts to provide for the opening of the school. It is framed by 
discussions of historical context: California’s statehood, the gold rush. Black migration 
to California, the development of Black economic and social population centers, 
restrictive laws against the rights of African Americans, and the legislation that denied, 
then allowed African Americans to be educated in California. The total length of time 
that California required separate colored schools was from 1856 to 1880, at which time 
California law required that African American children be admitted to the regular public 
schools equally with White children. 

In 1850 California became a state, officially designating itself as a free, non-slave 
state. Add to this the economic opportunities offered by the gold rush beginning in 1849, 
and word of economic and social potential for African Americans led to migration from 
across the nation. Included were free Blacks who came to California from the 
Northeastern and Midwestern U.S., and slave owners, whose slaves earned enough 
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